
Commercial Feed Program’s Mission
To safeguard human food and animal health, and ensure that feed is safe, 
unadulterated, and honestly prepared. 

For consumer protection, all feed manufacturers, transporters, and 
distributors/retailers are subject to random inspections and sampling 
to assure compliance with state and federal feed safety and labeling 
regulations.
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Information Food Facility Registration Renewal Period

Domestic and foreign facilities that manufacture, process, pack, 
or hold food as defined by 21 CFR 1.227 for human or animal 

consumption in the U.S. must register as a food facility with FDA under the “Public Health Security and 
Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002,” and then renew that registration biannually on even-
numbered years. 

The next renewal period is open until December 2024. There is no fee for registration, updates, or renewals. 
For more up-to-date information or to renew your food facility registration, go to:
https://www.fda.gov/food/registration-food-facilities-and-other-submissions/online-registration-food-
facilities.

If you require additional assistance, please contact the FDA Industry Systems Help Desk at furls@fda.gov, 
toll-free in the USA 1-800-216-7331 or 240-247-8804.

In accordance with 21 CFR 1.232(a)(2), since Oct. 1, 2020, all facilities must include a unique facility 
identifier (UFI) recognized by the FDA with their registration information. The FDA recognizes the Data 
Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number as an acceptable UFI. DUNS numbers are assigned and 
managed by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B). 

To obtain a DUNS number, please contact D&B directly by phone at 866-705-5711 or at 
https://www.dnb.com/duns/get-a-duns.html.

Obtaining a DUNS number is available free of charge for the first four numbers. It may take up to 45 days to 
get your DUNS number. You will be required to provide your UFI in “Section 2- Facility Name/Address 
Information” of your food facility registration.

https://www.fda.gov/food/registration-food-facilities-and-other-submissions/online-registration-food-facilities
mailto:furls@fda.gov
https://www.dnb.com/duns/get-a-duns.html
nda.nebraska.gov/aphp


Animal Feed Labeling

NDA’s Feed Program has been conducting outreach to aid 
animal feed manufacturers with labeling. There have been 
several instances of incorrect labels found in commerce, 
so we would like to remind animal feed establishments 
of the requirements, and provide resources for animal 
food labeling, specifically for livestock and for bulk feed 
deliveries with/without medication.

Livestock Feed Labeling Overview
• Product name and its brand name, if any
• Purpose statement for the feed (identifying species 

and animal class(es))
• Guaranteed analysis statement
• Ingredient statement
• Directions for safe and effective use (“feeding 

directions” or “mixing directions,” etc.)
 ○ Any required precautionary statements to enable 

the safe use of the product by users with no special 
knowledge of the purpose and use of the product.

• Manufacturer’s or distributor’s name and address
• Quantity or net weight statement, in both standard 

and metric units.

For Labeling Medicated Animal Feeds
An issue we’ve seen is distributing the appropriate label with bulk delivered medicated feed. According to the 
Code of Federal Regulations, all deliveries of medicated feeds shall be adequately labeled. 

It’s a good practice to distribute the appropriate labels with the delivery of the feed itself. Sometimes that may 
be difficult when there is no one on site to receive the feed. Care should be taken to notify the customer in a 
timely manner of the delivery and where they can obtain the appropriate labels for their feed, whether placed 
somewhere onsite or distributed through email. If mailing the labels through postal service, ideally, they would 
be sent the same day and not, for example, at the end of the month with their bill.

CFR - Code of Federal Regulations Title 21 (fda.gov)

“Part 225 Current Good Manufacturing Practice for Medicated 
Feeds”

Subpart H. 
Sec. 225.180 Labeling.

 Labels shall be received, handled, and stored in a manner that 
prevents label mix-ups and assures that the correct labels are 
used for the medicated feed. All deliveries of medicated feeds, 
whether bagged or in bulk, shall be adequately labeled to assure 
that the feed can be properly used.

Figure 1 -  Listing Units on Label - from AAFCO Feed Labeling Guide, p. 10

Animal Food Labeling Resources

• 21 CFR Part 501 -- Animal Food 
Labeling

• Animal Drugs @ FDA - Blue Bird 
Labels

• Guides and Manuals – AAFCO
• AAFCO Animal Feed Labeling 

Guide.pdf (aafco.org)
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https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfcfr/CFRSearch.cfm?CFRPart=225&showFR=1&subpartNode=21:4.0.1.1.14.8
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-501
https://animaldrugsatfda.fda.gov/adafda/views/#/blueBirdLabels
https://www.aafco.org/resources/guides-and-manuals/
https://www.aafco.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Feed-Labeling-Guide-with-new-Cover.pdf


Labels with Bulk Orders (“Customer-formula” or “Custom formula”)
Commercial Feed Act 54-852 (2)(a-g). Commercial feed; label requirements; customer-formula feed; 
requirements.
(2) In the case of a customer-formula feed, it shall be accompanied by a label, invoice, delivery slip, or other 
shipping document bearing the following information:

(a) Name and address of the manufacturer;
(b) Name and address of the purchaser;
(c) Date of manufacture;
(d) The product name and net weight of each commercial feed and each other feed ingredient used in the 
mixture;
(e) Adequate directions for use for all customer-formula feeds;
(f) The directions for use and precautionary statements as required by rules and regulations adopted and 
promulgated by the director; and
(g) If a drug-containing product is used:

(i) The purpose of the medication or a claim statement;
(ii) The established name and level of each active drug ingredient and the level of each drug used in 
the final mixture expressed in accordance with rules and regulations adopted and promulgated by the 
director; and
(iii) All appropriate precautions, warnings, and withdrawal statements as required by the director.
A duplicate copy of all the information required in subdivision (2) of this section shall be kept by the 
manufacturer for use by the department for sampling and inspection purposes.

Food Safety Plan and the PCQI

Do you have a food safety plan?
§  21 CFR 507.31 Food Safety Plan

(a) You must prepare, or have prepared, and implement a written food safety plan.
(b) One or more preventive controls qualified individuals (PCQI) must prepare, or oversee the preparation 
of, the food safety plan.
(c) The written food safety plan must include:

(1) The written hazard analysis as required by § 507.33(a)(2);
(2) The written preventive controls as required by § 507.34(b);
(3) The written supply-chain program as required by subpart E of this part;
(4) The written recall plan as required by § 507.38(a)(1);
(5) The written procedures for monitoring the implementation of the preventive controls as required 
by § 507.40(a);
(6) The written corrective action procedures as required by § 507.42(a)(1); and
(7) The written verification procedures as required by § 507.49(b).

(d) The food safety plan required by this section is a record that is subject to the requirements of subpart F 
of this part.

Do you use your food safety plan?
Do you have a PCQI?
§ 21 CFR 507.3 Definitions
• Preventive controls qualified individual means a qualified individual who has successfully completed training 

in the development and application of risk-based preventive controls at least equivalent to that received 
under a standardized curriculum recognized as adequate by FDA or is otherwise qualified through job 
experience to develop and apply a food safety system.

507.53 Requirements applicable to a preventive controls qualified individual and a qualified auditor.
continued next page
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https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=54-852
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.31
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.33#p-507.33(a)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.34#p-507.34(b)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-507/subpart-E
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.38#p-507.38(a)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.40#p-507.40(a)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.42#p-507.42(a)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.49#p-507.49(b)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-507/subpart-F
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.31


(a) One or more preventive controls qualified individuals must do or oversee the following:
(1) Preparation of the food safety plan (§ 507.31(b));
(2) Validation of the preventive controls (§ 507.47(b)(1));
(3) Written justification for validation to be performed in a timeframe that exceeds the first 90
calendar days of production of the applicable animal food;
(4) Determination that validation is not required (§ 507.47(c)(4));
(5) Review of records (§ 507.49(a)(4));
(6) Written justification for review of records of monitoring and corrective actions within a timeframe
that exceeds 7 working days;
(7) Reanalysis of the food safety plan (§ 507.50(d)); and
(8) Determination that reanalysis can be completed, and additional preventive controls validated, as
appropriate to the nature of the preventive control and its role in the facility’s food safety system, in a
timeframe that exceeds the first 90 calendar days of production of the applicable animal food.

(b) A qualified auditor must conduct an onsite audit (§ 507.135(a)).
(c)(1) To be a preventive controls qualified individual, the individual must have successfully completed

training in the development and application of risk-based preventive controls at least equivalent 
to that received under a standardized curriculum recognized as adequate by FDA or be otherwise 
qualified through job experience to develop and apply a food safety system. Job experience may 
qualify an individual to perform these functions if such experience has provided an individual with 
knowledge at least equivalent to that provided through the standardized curriculum. This individual 
may be, but is not required to be, an employee of the facility; and

(2) To be a qualified auditor, a qualified individual must have technical expertise obtained through
education, training, or experience (or a combination thereof) necessary to perform the auditing
function.

(d) All applicable training in the development and application of risk-based preventive controls must be
documented in records, including the date of the training, the type of training, and the person(s) trained.

Food Safety Plan Resources
These are just some of the food safety plan resources out there. 
Find what works for your situation and facility.

The Food Safety Preventive Controls
• PC Animal Food PCQI Participant Course
• FSPCA Guide for Creating a Livestock Food Safety Plan
North Carolina State Extension
• PCAF Food Safety Plan
• CGMP Self-Audit Summary Checklist (ncsu.edu)
• How Animal Food Facilities Can Prepare for Regulatory

Inspections | NC State Extension Publications (ncsu.edu)
California Department of Food and Agriculture
Food Safety Plan Resources; Animal Food Hazards Resources; Supplier Verification; Self-Assessment 
Checklists
• Food Safety Modernization Act—Templates, Examples, and Checklists
Kansas Department of Agriculture
• Feed Safety—video series, food safety plan examples, fillable food safety plan
American Feed Industry Association (AFIA)
• Educational Resources & Events - AFIA
National Grain and Feed Association (NGFA)
• Training – National Grain and Feed Association (ngfa.org)
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.31#p-507.31(b)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.47#p-507.47(b)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.47#p-507.47(c)(4)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.49#p-507.49(a)(4)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.50#p-507.50(d)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-507.135#p-507.135(a)
https://www.fspca.net/pc-animal-food-preventive-controls-qualified-individual
https://www.fspca.net/_files/ugd/38787b_91ee2141a3164d8387dfa54c0c44f0c9.pdf
https://feedmilling.ces.ncsu.edu/preventive-controls-for-animal-food-2/preventive-controls-for-animal-food-food-safety-plan/
https://feedmilling.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/CGMP-Self-Audit-Sept-2019.pdf?fwd=no
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/how-animal-food-facilities-can-prepare-for-regulatory-inspections
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/ffldrs/FSMA.html
https://www.agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/dairy-and-feed-safety/feed-safety
https://www.afia.org/resources/educational-resources-events/
https://www.ngfa.org/training/


Program Report

Report of Retail Commercial Feed Sales in Nebraska for the period Jan. 1, 2023, to Dec. 31, 2023
(All units are in tons).

5



Program Report

Feed Sampling Program
Nebraska Feed Program staff collects animal feed product samples and submits them for laboratory analysis to 
protect animal and public health and to enforce feed regulations.

The state program works closely with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture Lab to ensure that sampling 
plans, sampling procedures, and instructions for documenting sample collections are established and managed 
with laboratory personnel.

Feed program inspectors also collect samples on behalf of the Agriculture Lab as part of their FDA grant 
projects. Projects have included testing swine feed and pet food for the mycotoxin Zearalenone; horse or 
multi-species feeds for monensin; and dried distillers’ grains for mycotoxins. These projects are intended to be 
surveys, so results are not released unless there is a violation.
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Program Report

Feed Firm Risk Assessments
Each state-licensed animal food establishment in Nebraska is assessed for risk based on the types of 
operations conducted and types of products produced. Minimum inspection intervals are then determined 
based on the final risk score.  New firms are designated high risk until an assessment is completed within 1 
year.

The below charts represent the risk assessments completed during the period July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024. 
These are the firms that received a risk assessment and the types of operations and feed they have. Each firm 
can have multiple types of each.

Minimum Inspection Timelines:
Low Risk:  at least every 5 years.
Medium Risk: at least every 2 years.
High Risk: at least every year.

Risk Assessment Scoring:
Low Risk: 0-25 points; 
Medium Risk: 26-74 points;
High Risk: 75+ points
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Program Report

Enforcement Program
NDA has an enforcement program with documented enforcement strategies. The enforcement program also 
has a documented process for evaluating enforcement strategies to identify improvements or modifications to 
the program. 

Each violation is scored based on the following factors: compliance history; responsiveness; scope; nature of 
violation; impact of violation; and resources.

The top 5 analytes that have been found to be 
violative are:
•     Crude Protein (CP)
•     Salt
•     Sodium
•     Calcium (Ca)
•     Phosphorus (Phos)
The ratios for some may appear quite large, but 
with the amount that is included in feed and the 
analytical variances, the tolerance between passing 
and violation can be quite small.

The animal drugs that have been found to be 
violative are:
• Monensin
• Decoquinate
• Lasalocid
When deciding enforcement actions, the lab 
result in comparison to the guarantee and 
impact of violation (minor economic, animal 
safety, human health and safety) , and target 
species are considered before a decision is 
finalized.
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Animal Feed Regulatory Program Standards (AFRPS)
“In 2011, the FDA and the Association of American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) 
partnered to develop the Animal Feed Regulatory Program Standards (referred to 
as the Feed Standards). The 11 Feed Standards establish a uniform foundation for 
the design and management of states’ programs  responsible  for  the  regulation  of  
animal  food. Through implementing the Feed Standards, a state’s program will be 
better able to achieve and maintain programmatic improvements that help ensure 
the safety and integrity of the U.S. animal food supply. A state’s implementation 
of the feed standards also helps to ensure a uniform and consistent approach to 
animal food regulation among jurisdictions. The goal of the standards is to leverage 
resources and share common successes to build systems within state regulatory 
feed programs.”

In Nebraska, AFRPS is a cooperative agreement between the state and FDA
where the FDA provides funding opportunities to the state to develop and maintain 
best practices, enhance animal food safety, and direct regulatory activity to reducing 
foodborne illness attributed to safety hazards in facilities that manufacture, process, 
pack, or hold animal food. AFRPS has allowed NDA’s feed program to purchase 
equipment, attend trainings and conferences, and update technology.

Nebraska’s CFP achieved full implementation in January 2020 and FDA verified 
continued implementation by audit in August 2022, and June 2024.

For more information regarding AFRPS visit:
https://www.fda.gov/federal-state-local-tribal-and-territorial-officials/regulatory-
program-standards/animal-feed-regulatory-program-standards-afrps-and-
preventive-controls-cooperative-agreement-program

Resource Website

NDA’s Commercial Feed Program Website https://nda.nebraska.gov/animal/feed/index.html

Reportable Food Registry for Industry https://www.fda.gov/food/compliance-enforcement- 
food/reportable-food-registry-industry

Veterinary Feed Directive https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/development- 
approval-process/veterinary-feed-directive-vfd

Registration of Food Facilities and Other Submissions https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-
and- dietary-supplements/registration-food-facilities-
and- other-submissions

AAFCO: For Startups – Starting a Pet Food Business https://www.aafco.org/resources/startups

Code of Federal Regulations: 21 CFR 500-589 https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter- I/
subchapter-E

FSPCA Preventive Controls for Qualified Individuals https://www.fspca.net/pc-animal-food-preventive-
controls-qualified-individual
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https://www.fda.gov/federal-state-local-tribal-and-territorial-officials/regulatory-program-standards/animal-food-regulatory-program-standards-afrps-and-preventive-controls-cooperative-agreement-program
https://nda.nebraska.gov/animal/feed/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/food/compliance-enforcement-food/reportable-food-registry-industry
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/development-approval-process/veterinary-feed-directive-vfd
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-regulation-food-and-dietary-supplements/registration-food-facilities-and-other-submissions
https://www.aafco.org/resources/startups
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter-I/subchapter-E
https://www.fspca.net/pc-animal-food-preventive-controls-qualified-individual
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Commercial Feed Inspection Fees FAQs

When are inspection fees due?
• Commercial Feed Tonnage fees are due twice each year.
• For sales Jan-June, fees are due by the following Aug. 15.
• For sales July-Dec, fees are due by the following Feb. 15.
• Inspection fees for small package products (10 lbs. and less) are 

due one time per year by Jan. 31. Fees are $25 per product.

Are there late fees
• A 25% late fee will be assessed for fees submitted after the due 

date.
• A 50% late fee will be assessed for fees submitted after March 1/

September 1.

Who must pay the inspection fee?
Commercial feed inspection fees are the responsibility of the 
manufacturer. These can be paid by a broker or distributor if the 
Department of Agriculture is aware of the arrangement and the 
manufacturer maintains documentation of the arrangement.

For a complete FAQs list, see “FAQs for Commercial Feed, Fertilizers and 
Soil Conditioners, and Agricultural Liming Materials Inspection Fees”

Department of Agriculture 
Commercial Feed Program 
402-471-2351

Steve Gramlich
Feed Program Manager
Charles Hubenka
Feed Program Specialist/
AFRPS Coordinator
Chelsea Mills
Feed Program Specialist/
AFRPS Auditor
Thomas Minary
Office Specialist
Kaylie Fritts, DVM
Deputy State Veterinarian

Inspectors:
Liam Dunn - West (Panhandle)
Kent Exstrom - Southwest
Doug Koester - Northeast
Sarah Marx - East Central 
Kellen Novak - Southeast




